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THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION 25X1 


1. The Central Construction Bureau, Berlin W8, Maue 
2 


rstrasse 23/84, 
is an agency of the Hauvtabteilung Metallurgie of the Ministry 
oS 15 

4 


of Industry of the PDR, Since the death of Willi Becker, 
formerly Chief of the Haurtabteilung Metsllurgie, the Haunte 
abteliung has been headed by Dr. Ing. Kraemer. In the Central 
Construction Bureau construction nlans are formulated for steel 
niants ané rolling mills which are to be a nart of the VVB (Z) 
Vesta, (Vereinigung volkeigener Betriebe zur Produktion und 
Verabeitung von Reheisen, Stahl und “alawerkerzeugnissen, 
Leinzgig C 1, MartineLuther-Ring 13). Not only the rrovisional 
nlans but also all necessary constructional drawings are prerared 
in this Buresu. The actual construction ané installation of the 
nlants and milis is surervised by the Central Construction Pureeu., 


2, The director of the Central Construction Bureau is (fnu) Schroeder, 
an SED man, whose rrincinal duty is surervision and training of 
the rnersonmne!. Schroeder lives in Berlin-Steslitz in the 
vicinity of the Titante-Talast. (fnu) Clemens is technical 
director, and (fnu) Stoof is in cherge of general nlaenning. 
Under Stoof's direct surervision are % constriction engineers 
and several draughtsm>-n. Both Clemens and Stoof have very good 
technical knowledge of steel nlants ané rolling mills. Clemens 
Lives in Berlin.Koerenick, “endenrschloss, and arnrarentiy belongs 
only to the Society for Soviet Friendshin. Stocf came te the 
Centrel Construction Eureau from the Stahlwerk Mennigedor? in 
1949 at the demand of the Hauntabtellung Metelilurgle. Yerlier 


he had been exmmloyed in Hemnigsdorf at the Allgemeine Elektri-~ 
zitaets Gesellschaft. Ce ST Stocf is not 25X14 
friendly to the SED. Since aaa skills ere very much 

in demand, however, Schroeder treats him with much care. The 


commercial director, (fnu) Scheffler, has anrsrently acGanted 
himself to Communism as an onvortunistic measure, since his 
nosition brings him 10CC DM Ost ver month in adcition to 
imrortant benefits. A close rersonal relationshir of mutual 
trust exists between Scheffler and Schroeder. ‘fnu) Mueller 

is in charge of the section directly resnonsitie for the 
construction of steel and rolling milis. In this section : 
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16 construction engineers and several Greughtsmen are emrioyed. 
(fnu) Liebs (with one construction engineer and several dreavughts- 
men), heads the section resnonsible for machine construction, 
(fnu) helzer is in charge cf research, a secticn not yet fully 

in overation., (fnu) Rudolnh, with three engineers, is resronsible 
for ordering materials and for secing to it that construction 
deadlines are met. Rudolnh has connections with western firns, 
and he hand"es all orders with them, 


The Burean vresently emrloys e tote] of about 65 nersons, 13 

of whom aye commercial emnloyees, and the rest, engineers, 
technicizns, and draughtsmen. The Buresv has three cars and 
drivers :t tts Cisrosal. “ith the excertion of some who were 
emnloye” because of their nolitical affilittion, the najority 
of the engineers are highly skilled. According to source, the 
majority of the engineers react nassively to Comunistic 
influence. It is vresently nlanned to increase the number of 
employees at the Bures to 200. The necessary office srace for 
this number has already been nrenared. [  —<C—S™~—S]SsSC XY 
the Vauntabtellung Meteallurgie intends to make the Central 
Cons!ruction Bureau the key administrstive office for construc- 
tior and exransion activity of all metallurgical firms in the 
DER. 


Of the many nrojects now facing the Bureau, the construction of 
a steel and rolling mill in Brandenburg an der Eavel holds first 
nviority. Second rriority is the rollirg mil? to te constructed 
al. Kirchmoeser. This rolling mill is te be calleé “alzwerk 
Tilli Becker, named after the deceased director of the 
Jlauntabteilung Metzllurgie. Other nrojects in order of their 
sriority ere the following: a rolling mil] at Ilsenburg/Harz, 

a steel plant at Doehlen/Freitel II, and exnansion of the steel 
wlent Hennigsdorf. 


Present nlans call for the first furnace at the new steel nlant 
Brandenburg to go into oneration on 28 July 195C, since this 
day vill te marked by the orening ceremonies of the SED narty 
convention. Wirister Selbmann, unon a request from the SED, 
orcered this deadline. The Branderburg rlant is heing equilnred 
vith 1° Sienens-Kartin furnaces, each with a caracity of 12C 
tons. Continual arcduction will be carried on with © cf the 
furnaces. The rolling mil? will be ecnstructed next to the 
steel rlant. Negotiations cre under vey vith western firms 
such as DFAAG, Duisburg, for tre delivery of machinery. Since 
the Fast German firms are nct atle to buile the necessary cranes, 
these crenes are being ordered from MAM and ITiAG. The firm 
Hentschel in Kassel has sunnlied a Diesel loconotive. 


All efforts have been mace to secure machinery and installations, 
needed by the steel nlants and rolling mills, in the Fast Zone 
itself. Tre Fast Zone is suffering, hovever, from a chortage 

of snecial macrines, esrecizlly heavy machine tools, es for 
exammle, forge hemmers from 15C to 600 kilograms. Svrecial 
machines for manufactur‘ng large gears ere lacving. Fast 
Germany cannot even nrovide enough cables for the cranes of a 
suitable quality to insure safety. The shortags of slloved 
steel (refined steel) is a very serious bottle-neck. The sunnly 
of both hematite and soft cosl for use in Fast Zone steel rnlants 
is also insufficient. Since these deficiencies can only be 
relieved by “est Germany, the Central Construction Bureau must 
often suggest to the Ministry of Industry that refined steel, 
snecie] installations, or snecial machines be ordered from 

the “est.* 


The Fast German economy suffers, however, not cniv from a 
shortage of refined steel, but also from a res] chortage of 
ordinary carbon steel for constructional use.** This shortage 
of basic cconstruc‘ion materiel may meke it imrossible for the 
Central Construction Bureau to meet its deadlines. At a recert 
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meeting at the central trade office of the Hauntabteilung 
hetellurgie it was learned that at rresent only 5CO of the 
8,8C0 tions of oréinary steel currently needed in the Bureau's 
rrojects cculd be sunplied. The Ministry of Industry notified 
the Certrol Control Commission, since sabotere was susrected, 


| [Comment. Every such suggestion makes Minister 
eeidmenn very indignant since he believes East Zonal 
inéustry to te carable of higher achievenent than it 
-In reality is. 


oe [Comment . Notices in the Tast rrese to tke effect 
“ha” there is an over-rroduction >f ordinary steel in 


the Fast Zone are nicleading. All such figures include 
se“eel ‘eing shirred tc Russia or rerarations orders. 

At wresent 9 larger vercentage of this steel is being 
turned down by the Pussiens on account of its inferior 
quality. Tis rejected steel is not immediately nlaced 
at the disrosal of East German industry, however. Before 
this cen te effected = great desl of red tene must be 


eone through, vith the finnl decisicn often in the hands 
of the hussians, 
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